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by and he shared them with Sailors. We will
long remember Admiral Boorda for many
great achievements. But I pray today we also
remember the details.

He didn’t just shake a Sailor’s hand, he
gripped and held it, and drew energy from
the encounter even as he left the Sailor an
indelible, life-long, memory of a moment
with their CNO.

When the boatswain was finished piping, he
always walked back through, shaking hands,
patting shoulders, even exchanging high
fives and tousling the hair of the rainbow
sideboys who lined his arrival at every ship
we visited at sea.

He answered the same question as thor-
oughly and patiently at the end of the day as
he did at the break of dawn, seven ship’s and
seven helo rides earlier.

At each stop listening, really listening.
Making and keeping promises.
Standing on a destroyer flight deck, arm

around a troubled Sailor, personally and pri-
vately, counseling him—then worrying later
and directing follow up.

Making everyone feel special.
His schedule was so full, but he invariably

found the time for one more Sailor; never,
ever, saying no.

He was and is and will always be my
HERO!

It is rare and special when your Hero is
also your friend!

Steinbeck wrote once of a fictional hero:
‘‘This man drives himself and is driven. It

is impossible to see how he can do so much,
can cover so much ground, can work so hard
and be so effective. There’s a man. There is
really a man.’’

Of Admiral Boorda, we all exclaim today,
‘‘There was a Sailor. There really was a Sail-
or . . .’’

Shipmates, a lot of work is well begun, and
in the Boorda way of doing business ‘‘well
begun is half done.’’

Our charge today is clear:
Carry on.
Lead with zeal, serve with pride, learn

about and honor our heritage . . . and that
will be the Admiral Boorda legacy and the
only really fitting memorial and with it will
come the strength to carry on.

God Bless you, Admiral Boorda. We love
you and will forever miss you.

Will you join me now in the responsive
reading of the Psalm.
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to two outstanding individuals who are
both being honored by the Rotary Club of
Newark, NJ at its Persons of the Year award
ceremony. Mrs. Carolyn B. Thompson-Wallace
and Mr. Milton L. Harrison have dedicated
many years of their lives to help make the
quality of life of young people better.

Carolyn Thompson-Wallace has been the
administrator and executive director of the
International Youth Organization [IYO] since
its founding in the 1970’s. The IYO has been
acclaimed as one of the premier juvenile delin-
quency prevention programs in New Jersey.
During the first 14 years of the organization,
Carolyn faithfully volunteered her time and
spent up to 18 hours a day playing a variety

of roles. In her role as administrator and exec-
utive director, she appeared on the CBS–TV
documentary, ‘‘Crisis in Black America,’’ and
has even testified before Congress on family,
social, and economic issues.

Since 1992, Milton Harrison has led the
Newark YMCA from a state of virtual collapse
to the restored and thriving institution it is
today. Under his able leadership, the Newark
Y membership has increased over 50 percent,
and it enjoys a thoroughly revamped program
with new equipment and renovated facilities.
After embarking on a variety of career paths,
from working at the Minneapolis Metropolitan
YMCA to owning and operating his own com-
pany, Milton returned to the YMCA organiza-
tion and later came to head the Newark Y.

Mr. Speaker, I am sure my colleagues will
join me in honoring these two extraordinary in-
dividuals. They have devoted a tremendous
amount of time and energy to the youths of
our community. It is wonderful that they are
being commended by the Rotary Club of New-
ark.
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Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, I am introducing
legislation today entitled the Women’s Pension
Equity Act. Sixty percent of seniors are
women, but make up 75 percent of the elderly
poor. Women are far more likely than men to
live out their elderly life in poverty, making
their older years anything but golden. Accord-
ing to the Department of Labor, only 37 per-
cent of the women in Oregon and the west
coast participate in a pension plan—one one
the worst rates in the Nation. We need to take
steps to ensure our senior women have the
economic security they deserve.

It is clear that elderly women in America
need our help. Women live longer than men,
and there are 5 times as many widows as wid-
owers over the age 40. In the last 20 years,
the number of women over the age of 45 who
are divorced has risen dramatically. Twenty
percent of older women have no other source
of income than Social Security. I would like to
point out to my colleagues a striking fact: el-
derly women are twice as likely as men to be
poor.

The need for these pension reforms is clear.
Twenty-four million working women, nearly two
out of three working women, do not have pen-
sions plans. According to AARP, only 23 per-
cent of divorced women over age 62 had pen-
sion plan coverage of any sort. Nearly 50 per-
cent of married private pension recipients
have a plan which will not continue to pay
benefits in the event of their spouse’s death.
These cracks in our safety net have wreaked
economic havoc upon our Nation’s elderly
women, often forcing them into poverty.

The legislation I am introducing to the
House today will correct these inequities and
ensure economic security for elderly women.
My legislation is modeled on a bill introduced
by Senator CAROL MOSELY-BRAUN, and will re-
form pension law in America to help protect
senior women. First, it will make much-needed
improvements in private pension law to help

protect women in divorce proceedings and
simplify spousal consent rules for survivor an-
nuities. It will make important changes to im-
prove pension coverage for widows or di-
vorced widows under the Federal Civil Service
Retirement System as well as the Military Re-
tirement System. Last, this legislation would
improve coverage for divorced women under
the Railroad Retirement Board.

Mr. Speaker, we must reverse the status
quo which dictates that if you are old and a
woman, you are poor. This legislation is about
reforming the pension system to protect the
economic security of our elderly women.
Women who have worked hard their entire life
serving their families, careers, and commu-
nities deserve no less.

I urge all my colleagues to support this leg-
islation and work for its swift passage in the
House.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to a much anticipated rite of spring for
the residents of my district, the annual Eliza-
beth Waterfront Festival. This 3-day cultural
celebration will take place May 25 to 27, 1996,
along the newly renovated Veterans Memorial
Waterfront Park in the city of Elizabeth.

This weekend’s festivities acknowledge the
tremendous contributions of the Hispanic com-
munity to the fabric of the lives of the people
of Elizabeth. The Elizabeth Waterfront Festival
is a showcase for the rich cultural traditions
that Hispanics have brought to the city and the
Nation. There will be exhibitions including art
work, music, and dance to represent the cul-
tural mosaic of Elizabeth. The festival will also
include a wide range of Hispanic foods.

While the Elizabeth Waterfront Festival cele-
brates the diversity that exists within the His-
panic community, it also recognizes the role
business can play in helping a proud people
achieve their true potential. The success of
the festival itself is a testament to the impact
public-private partnerships can have on a
community. In cooperation with the city of Eliz-
abeth, sponsors of the festival include such
nationally known companies as Anheuser-
Busch, AT&T, Bustelo Coffee, Chivas Regal,
and Pepsi Cola. Local sponsors of the festival
include the Elizabeth Center at 13A, Twin City
Supermarkets, radio stations Mega 97.9 FM
and Suave 93.1 FM, Telemundo 47, TKR
Cable of Elizabeth, and Noticias del Mundo.
This important event is being produced by
Melly Mell Productions.

The Elizabeth Waterfront Festival is not only
an observance of the cultural and economic
role played by the Hispanic community in Eliz-
abeth, but also a showcase for all the city has
to offer. As a member of the Transportation
and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Water Re-
sources, I am gratified to know the festival will
take place on the waterfront, an underutilized
resource. The city of Elizabeth’s strategic loca-
tion on New Jersey’s coastline makes it a pre-
ferred destination for ships carrying goods
from all over the world.
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It is an honor to have such an exceptional

event as the Elizabeth Waterfront Festival take
place in my district. I take pride in the fact the
Elizabeth Waterfront Festival brings together
all segments of our community and at the
same time reflects positively on the city of
Elizabeth and New Jersey. I am certain my
colleagues will rise with me and recognize this
remarkable celebration of life.
f
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join my distinguished colleagues of the Con-
gressional Asian Pacific Caucus in celebration
of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month and
to honor the extraordinary contributions of
Asian Pacific Americans to our Nation.

We must take time to note the struggles of
the Asian Pacific American pioneers, mainly
immigrants to this country. As a daughter of
immigrant parents, I know firsthand the obsta-
cles immigrants faced in beginning a new life
in a new land and providing for their families.
We must acknowledge the accomplishments
of these pioneers who had built a foundation
for the subsequent advances made by the
Asian Pacific American community.

As we reflect on the significance of this
month, we must certainly turn our thoughts to
our friend and former colleague Norman Y. Mi-
neta. He is remembered for his leadership in
championing the causes of the Asian Pacific
American community and of all people of
color, culminating in the passage of House bill
442 which he introduced, that provided an
apology by the U.S. Government to those
Americans of Japanese ancestry who were in-
terned during the Second World War. An out-
standing legislator, Representative Mineta was
a powerful force in Congress and a great role
model not only for Asian Pacific Americans but
for all people of colors in our country.

Representative Mineta helped create a polit-
ical voice for the Asian Pacific American com-
munity and inspired others to get involved in
the political process.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent Cali-
fornia’s 14th Congressional District which
boasts a significant and vibrant Asian Pacific
American community deeply committed to po-
litical activism and public service. I am fortu-
nate to work with many outstanding organiza-
tions such as the local chapters of the Japa-
nese American Citizens’ League, the Organi-
zation of Chinese Americans, the Chinese
American Citizens Alliance, Self-Help for the
Elderly, the Asian American Manufacturers’
Association, Silicon Valley for Democracy,
Asian Americans for Community Involvement,
as well as the Asian Law Alliance, all fostering
multicultural understanding. Each brings to the
forefront the concerns on behalf of the grow-
ing Asian Pacific American community in the
14th Congressional District. I am also grateful
to work with the many Asian Pacific American
elected officials in my congressional district
such as council members Michael Chang of
Cupertino, Art Takahara of Mountain View,
Naomi Patridge of Half Moon Bay, Cupertino
School District Trustees Emily Lee Kelley and

Barry Chang, Fremont Union High School Dis-
trict Trustees Homer Tong and Randy
Okamura, and Foothill De-Anza Community
College Trustees Paul Fong and Dolores
Sandoval. I salute these organizations and
leaders for their outstanding efforts and con-
tributions to the well-being of our community.

Despite the progress the Asian Pacific
American community has made, we must con-
tinue to advocate for their concerns, protecting
and advancing the civil and constitutional
rights of all Americans, especially when many
of these issues are being threatened. I’m
proud to have been invited to join the Con-
gressional Asian Pacific Caucus which my dis-
tinguished colleague Congresswoman PATSY
MINK chairs. I join the members of the caucus
to ensure that congressional legislation pro-
vides for the full participation of Asian Pacific
Americans and reflects the concerns and
needs of the Asian Pacific American commu-
nities to the greatest extent possible.
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, last week, to the
surprise and disappointment of the inter-
national human rights communities, as well as
Members of this body, President Clinton exer-
cised his option to waive the Humanitarian Aid
Corridor Act. Passed with strong bipartisan
support as part of the fiscal year 1996 foreign
operations appropriations bill, the Corridor Act
is essential because it exerts the appropriate
pressure on countries, such as Turkey, that
block United States foreign assistance to the
region.

As the only Member of Congress of Arme-
nian descent, I have a very deep understand-
ing of how the Ottoman Empire decimated Ar-
menians and wrote one of the darkest chap-
ters in human history. Mr. Speaker, these at-
tacks against Armenians continue even today.
Just last month the Agency France Presse re-
ported unprovoked Turkish military shelling of
Armenian territory on April 23 and 24. I’m
committed to the safety and independence of
Armenia and believe we must ensure that its
people are protected. Therefore I am deeply
disappointed that the President waived this im-
portant and needed act.

Despite a history of suffering at the hands of
others, Armenians have remained a strong
people, committed to families and united by an
enduring faith. Armenians have risen from the
ashes of the 1915–23 genocide to form a new
country from the remains of the Soviet Union,
a new country which flourishes in the face of
severe winters, ongoing military conflict in
Nagorno-Karabagh, and the absence of strong
international assistance. Today’s Armenia is a
living tribute to the indelible courage and per-
severance of the Armenian people. Mr. Speak-
er, we in this body must do our part to protect
Armenia. I support efforts to strengthen, en-
hance, and make permanent the Humanitarian
Aid Corridor Act and to curtail aid to Turkey
should that country refuse to abide by the
standards established by the act.

I urge the President to reconsider his posi-
tion.

REPEAL OF 4.3-CENT INCREASE IN
TRANSPORTATION FUELS TAXES
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Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am dis-

appointed that the House voted last night to
repeal the 4.3-cent-a-gallon tax.

Repeal of the gas tax is precisely the wrong
step to take as we try to move forward with
the more important challenges of energy inde-
pendence, national security, and fiscal respon-
sibility—challenges which, over the last sev-
eral years, we have made great strides toward
meeting.

First, it’s clear that the tax is no more re-
sponsible for the recent price increases in
gasoline than it was for the low gas prices we
enjoyed in 1994 and 1995. The 4.3-cent-a-gal-
lon gas tax has been in place for more than
2 years, but for political reasons, including
helping a sagging Presidential campaign, it’s
only become a hot-button issue in the last
several weeks.

If we take oil companies at their word, the
price spike is due to increased demand, a pro-
longed winter, and an unrealized expectation
that Iraq would again sell oil to the world mar-
ket. We talk about allowing the market econ-
omy to work without interference, but we im-
mediately talk about interfering just when the
market works as predicted. Worse still, we ad-
vocate a policy that has no direct bearing on
the price at the pump. Indeed, what will politi-
cal leaders say to consumers when prices
continue to go up in spite of the gas tax repeal
or when the 4.3 cents is not passed on at the
pump.

Second, Americans continue to enjoy gas
prices at both historically low levels and at lev-
els considerably lower than those paid by citi-
zens of the other industrial nations. In infla-
tion-adjusted terms, the price of gas is lower
than it was 25 years ago, before the oil em-
bargo.

The low prices we’ve enjoyed have renewed
some of the habits that made us so vulnerable
during the OPEC oil embargo of the 1970’s
and the Persian Gulf war. In truth, both to re-
flect real world circumstances and for national
security reasons, we need to change commut-
ing and driving habits and our dependence on
imported oil.

Third, saving the average motorist, including
myself, $30 a year—and there is great doubt
that the price at the pump will go down as a
result of the repeal—only makes our task of
balancing the Federal budget that much more
difficult. How do we balance the 8.2 cents a
day returned to drivers against the $30 billion
added to the deficit by repealing the tax.

Just when we’re beginning to make sus-
tained progress on bringing down the deficit,
just when we are within reach of actually bal-
ancing the budget in 6 years and making a se-
rious and principled commitment to real fiscal
responsibility, we’re going to add $30 billion to
the Nation’s debt.

Even without this added debt, we have to
realize that we have many difficult budget
choices still ahead. Where should we cut? Are
the American people willing and ready to cut
aid to education as Majority Leader Dick
Armey suggested we should do—or cancer re-
search, or public broadcasting, or Medicare?
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